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:clzmaestme services:for"the Cent. :
intelligence <Agency; szud 'l‘unsday
that he Dexsonally had approved CIA
'c ooperatzon with Mafia_figures who
wanted to assassmate Cuban Premxer
r“‘l(.el Castm"x 1960.-. :
Rmhard M. Bissell, smd ‘4150 m "a
'ntcrvxe"r ‘that. he- believed : the late
“Allen -Dulles. - then. ‘director. of the
CIA;-had received regular 1eports on
“the Mafia connection. .
. Bissell's statemants mark ed lhe first
tlme A :former. member of the ‘CIA
hxerachy had ac».nowledffed reaponsx
}nl\ty for.the uniisual coopcrmon in
‘the. earl) 1960s between ‘the un: Ier
worlrl and intelligence planners.’ -
5 Lawreace R. Houston,. former gen: -
cm‘i coumel or the CIL\ told reper-:

ert
earned’ about the CIA-\‘afla links in;
April, 1962, from the late'Col: Shets!
+field Edwards, ]
ector of security.”
; Houstqn said he had never aL‘chor
“ized these’ arrangements and insisted
“that he and Edwards hdd: umediate-:
ly briefed Atty. Gen., Robert F. Kenw

(doubted that Fdwards “had” ~actexl'
*ealonp in arrzmtfmd thL contact:,

HOTE at’ his office in) Parmmgnon,_
“Gonn; ‘said arrangements’ with thel
fafia had been handled by Ld"'aal‘d .
office t‘nouth Robert A. Maheu. i
- Maheu, a former ‘top-aide to fndus-
rialist Howard Huﬂhes, gave his first
¢losed, testimony -foi:Senate’ CLA in-
,}vestlg'ttara ’lueaday aftex being’
" granted’ immumty from pxowcu*.on
he wou‘d meet witlt reporters tcuiy
,x 'he complelod his tn:,tlmony' o
G issell said, Edwards had: arranged
"thc Thighly secret cooperatxon with'7;
v;underworld figures, Sam | Giancana,
‘and Johmay Hossdh, but that he (Bis- |
‘sell)—{vio outran‘(ed Ld\\ulrdﬂ—-—ms&'
approved it
. Sheff Edwardb talked 16 me aoouh

‘week tnét he'had fL‘::L' -

t}'en the ave cy’s di3

hedyabout; them. “Houston said heiy

. they worked (for.the CIA) wi thout.'a

Sissell,”who'was reacﬁed by- t°§e~ v

ear lier: this month. Maheu said t}uxt' :

A Lﬁjcu fobentL,

‘n:“?w

When asked ,how.cco,,erauon with
the Mafia, had’ arisen Bissell said::'1,

think the-history is very uncnr?dm :
as to whose original idea it was."

"_J. -‘

i~ - Giancana ‘or; other Mafia- fxg*ue:.
1 might have suggested it. themselves,

e caxd because "they did have very
Jarge interests in Cuba-thal were.to-
taliy eclipsed or destroy by Castro. .
1. believe the. record: shows' that’

pay for the most. part,” he said.; i~

Other government sources’ 'bavo
i sajd that the Mafia wanted to rentove
-Castro Trom power to reopen thelu-
 crative. gambling opalahon:. m "Iava«

*z; na that Castro had closéd:, :
5 Bissell spnculated ‘that’ underworid

fxgure:. were ‘also seeking to biriid Gp

*credt with the (US! governient.

agamst possxb‘e fed°ra1 pvoDecut;ons
inthe futuge.- ‘
* Bissell,'a top blarmer of the Bay of -
: Pigs. mvasxon left ‘the CIA:in Feb--

syuary, 1962, durmg a Kevmedy ?d-.
ministration shakeup- of- the agency. s
+He said he did not know -how long.

Fwork: with the Maf.a had continued, - ]
! although others have said thay Ros-

sem's anu-C
tll 1 96

W e

0 plans contmued Lr~

1t " he said. ";_ ‘.onroved of \vbaf he T Was Tearnied, that Bi .se]l had toid

; was domg e -

Bxssell said the Mafta work had nof
been ‘under his”personal’ direction, +
‘however. "In everything related to i

this ‘matter; T believe: Edwards re- i

ported directly to Dulles—with my -
knowledge and c‘oncurrence," Bbsnxl
said. ,

‘ Bxssell said these arranﬂemems had -
: begun “jn the last half of 1960." They -
.started in the waning months of the -
‘Eisenhower - administration as plans.
vere being made for Cuban expatri- ¢
-ates to mvade their homeland. These
plans ended in the abortive Bay of
« Pigs invasion in “April, 1961, in the
early days of the I(Prmedy‘ adminis-
“u*auon ’

- Rosselli 'reportedly has told Qe"ate L

.'lnvestwators that he helped plan-or
diréct about six attempts on Ca:fros
L ife'in the early IQbOs '

' . . -

Ser\abe mvestxvators he had. }mm
assassmatvon plang; would~be ynacd
when 'he approved the Mam ceop.
ahon but' doubtéd : that?] “thé: \Iam

“eoulld .cver “execute such"plans. ha
“told.The Times he. had “no clear re¥

Téollection or hard. evidence' that t}w

“White House or Atty.-Gen: Kermcdy
k new about any- s:uch plsma. 1

iy arﬂated develc»pment Sen Zfom
G Tower (R-Tex:); vice chairman of.

thT

,'.,-..in _\",
- o.r'

T e
Pee
s

&RDP8S- 01315R00030851%‘?{0y?x A s

c,r‘;x;_/,% foconsll (2.
} ;,,..,v/ ol ()/A—QQQA. ﬂ“&d

CiA 105 {suiten,

had

L. e @E'Nc’ 154

>

]

Gf/q [/ ()//‘?fg

“the Senate's’ spacial CIA éommitiess:
“'said he had sounded out former
“jdent . Richard : M. Nixon

“about the pogsibility of Mr. Nixox

'-pz oviding teshmon 3y on several | s=sues~;

‘Toner said Im had spoken with Mr/
“Nixon by tclepbom for 20 yeinutes
buf refused to-disclose the rewpomc.

: Com‘nittee somces .said” the matid

- was unreqolv cd
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